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NOTICE

THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE
NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT
STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU
OBJECT TO THIS USE OF THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU MUST EXPRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN
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Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules: RCW 34.05.353(1)(c) allows the
Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) to file notice for the expedited adoption of rules if “the proposed
rules only correct typographicat errors, make address or name changes, or clarify language of a rule without changing its
effect.” The WSDA has rewritten, reformatted and reorganized chapter 16-409 (Standards for Asparagus) in a clear and
readable format so the rule is easier to understand and use. No new requirements are included in the rewritten
chapter 16-409 WAC.

Reasons supporting proposal: The department believes that the rewritter: chapter 16-409 WAC is easier to understand and use
and should be a benefit to department inspectors and the Washington state asparagus industry. The rewritten chapter 16-
409 WAC is a result of the department’s ongoing Executive Order 97-02 rule review effort and complies with the executive
order’s “clarity criteria”. :
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Table Explaining Rewritten Chapter 16-409 WAC Standards For Asparagus

CURRENT RULE SECTIONS

WAC 16-408-075 Exemption.

| WAC 16-409-015 Definitions.

PROPOSED RULE SECTIONS

WAC 16-402-005 Must all Washington
fresh asparagus comply with
Washington state standards?

ACTION and COMMENT

REPEALED SECTION This section
was repealed but its content was
rewritten, refermatted and renumbered
as WAC 18-409-005

NEW SECTION This is considered a
new section because the department
renumbered WAC 16-408-075. The
contents of the new WAC 16-409-005
and the old WAC 16-409-075 are the
same.

WAC 16-409-015 What definitions are
important to this chapter?

AMENDED SECTION by rewriting the
section fitle in the form of a question,
arranged the definitions according to
alphabetical order, added definitions for
“Department” and "Director” and moved
terms like “clean” and “well trimmed”
from other parts of the chapter into the
definition section

WAC 16-409-020 Washington
standards -~ Grades.

WAC 16-409-060 Washington
standards -- Size designations.

WAC 16-409-085 Adoption of United
States standards as Washington state
standards.

WAC 16-409-030 Tolerances for
defects, color, diameter and trim.

WAC 18-409-020 What standards
apply to all asparagus marketed within
Washington State?

AMENDED SECTION by moving much
of its content into the new section WAC
16-409-022

WAC 16-409-022 What grades are
used to identify asparagus in
Washington state?

WAC 16-409-024 What are the size
requirements for Washington
asparagus grades?

WAC 16-409-026 Does the department
adopt U._S. standards for fresh
asparagus as Washington state
standards?

NEW SECTION To improve clarity,
grade requirements were put into a
separate WAC section and presented
in a tabular format. The content is the
same as what was contained in the old
WAC 16-409-020. There are no new
requirements.

REPEALED SECTION This section
was repealed but its content was
rewtritten, reformatted and renumbered
as WAC 16-409-024

NEW SECTION This is considered a
“new section” because the department
renumbered the old section WAC 16-
409-060. The content has not been
changed; it has just been presented in
a tabular format 30 it is easier to use.

REPEALED SECTION This section
was repealed but its content was
rewritten, reformatted and renumbered
as WAC 16-409-026

NEW SECTION This is considered a
“new section” because the department
renumbered the old section WAGC 16-
409-085. The content has not been
changed.

WAC 16-409-030 What tolerances are
adopted for Washington asparagus?

AMENDED SECTION by rewriting the
section title in the form of a question
and presenting the section contentin a
table format. There are no changes in
requirements.




CURRENT RULE SECTIONS

PROPOSED RULE SECTIONS

ACTION and COMMENT

WAC 16-408-035 Application of
tolerances.

WAC 16-409-035 How does the
department apply its asparagus
tolerances during an inspection?

AMENDED SECTION by rewriting the
section title in the form of a question
and rewriting the section content to
improve clarity. There are no changes
in requirements.

WAC 16-409-065 Containers.

WAC 16-409-065 What requirements
apply to the containers used to market
fresh asparagus?

AMENDED SECTION by rewriting the
section title in the form of a question
and presenting the section content in a
table format. There are no changes in
requirements.

WAC 16-409-070 Marking
requirements.

WAC 16-409-070 What marking
requirements apply to fresh asparagus
containers?

AMENDED SECTION by rewriting the
section title in the form of a question
and rewriting the section content to
improve clarity. There are no changes
in requirements.,




